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Internal Assessment Resource
Social Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:
Achievement Standard 91600
Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)

	Resource title: Kids matter!

	4 credits

	This resource:
Clarifies the requirements of the Standard
Supports good assessment practice
Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process
Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic



	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	 October 2025
To support internal assessment from 2026

	
	

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.
Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600: Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.5A
Resource title: Kids matter!
Credits: 4 
Teacher guidelines
The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 
This activity requires students to write a report examining a campaign of social action(s) undertaken by the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) to influence the New Zealand Government to make changes to policy to improve the lives of children.
Before beginning this activity, you will need to provide opportunities for the students to explore: 
the Child Poverty Action Group
child well-being issues and poverty reduction in New Zealand
policy-making processes (for example, select committees)
the rights of children in New Zealand.
Conditions 
None.
Resource requirements 
Internet access.
Additional information 
None. 
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Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91600: Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.5A
Resource title: Kids Matter!
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).
	Examine, in-depth, a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).
	Examine comprehensively a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change(s).


Student instructions
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to write a report examining a campaign of social action(s) undertaken by the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) to influence policy to improve the lives of children.
Teacher note: You could consider selecting an alternative campaign of social action to influence policy change. If so, you would need to adapt this assessment task by altering the context and making associated changes to the assessment schedule.
You will have two weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this activity.
Teacher note: This is a suggested timeframe and can be changed to better suit the needs of your class and the resources available.
You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your examination of the selected campaign. 
Task 
Write a report examining a CPAG campaign to influence policy to improve the lives of children. You need to apply your understanding of Social Studies concepts (for example: policy, change, responsibility, rights, perspectives, values) and provide specific evidence in your analysis of the campaign.
Include in your report:
an explanation of CPAG’s plan and aim for the campaign and their desired policy change
an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of CPAG’s, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
an explanation of the CPAG’s reasons for selecting the social action methods used in the campaign, in relation to the desired policy change
an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the campaign
a critical evaluation of the effectiveness of the campaign, including:
· strengths and limitations of the campaign
· how effectively it influenced policy
· possible modifications or alternative strategies that could have improved its efficacy.
See the following list of suggested resources to inform your report.
You may use relevant images, statistics, graphs, points of view, quotes, or captions to support your ideas in your report. You may use your class notes relating to this topic to assist you.
You may work individually, in pairs, or in groups to collect the required information, but your report will be completed individually.

Teacher note: Although the research component is not assessed in this task you may encourage the students to hand in their rough notes or to keep a research log and bibliography to ensure the authenticity for their work. If you choose to make any of these adjustments you will need to incorporate relevant instructions into the student task.
 
Resources
Child Poverty Action Group 
Child Poverty Reduction Act 2018 No 57, Public Act – New Zealand Legislation
Child Poverty Reduction Bill backgrounder_0.pdf
Reducing child poverty | Child Poverty
Child poverty statistics: Year ended June 2024 | Stats NZ
Child Poverty in New Zealand: Why it matters and how it can be reduced: Educational Philosophy and Theory: Vol 46, No 9
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Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91600 Kids matter!
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has examined a CPAG campaign of social action to influence policy change(s) to improve the lives of children. This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
an explanation of the aims of the campaign and the desired policy change
an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the CPAG, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
an explanation of the CPAG’s reasons for selecting the social action methods within the campaign in relation to desired policy change.
For example:
To get their message across and to influence government policy change from a local, regional, and national level, CPAG ran a campaign in 2019/20 called Aotearoa, Land of the Long Wide Bare Cupboard. The aim of the campaign was to highlight the challenges faced by children living in food-insecure households.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative. 

	The student has examined, in-depth, a CPAG campaign of social action to influence policy change(s) to improve the lives of children. This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
an explanation of the aims of the campaign and the desired policy change
an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the CPAG, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
an explanation of the CPAG’s reasons for selecting the social action methods within the campaign in relation to desired policy change
an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the campaign.
For example:
Aotearoa, Land of the Long Wide Bare Cupboard campaign was effective in raising awareness around food insecurity in NZ. As a result, the prevalence of food insecurity and its negative consequences on children's health and well-being in NZ was highlighted to the public and to policy makers. More specifically, consequences of the campaign included a strengthened call for a national food strategy and a greater push for free school lunches in low-decile schools. The campaign also supported broader welfare reform discussions, including benefit adequacy and housing affordability.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student has examined comprehensively a CPAG campaign of social action to influence policy change(s) to improve the lives of children. This means that the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to provide:
an explanation of the aims of the campaign and the desired policy change
an explanation of the differing reasons for the involvement of the CPAG, and other individuals and/or groups, in the campaign
an explanation of the CPAG’s reasons for selecting the social action methods within the campaign in relation to desired policy change
an exploration of the real and potential consequences of the campaign
a critical evaluation of the effectiveness of the campaign, including possible modifications which could have been made to improve the campaign’s influence on policy.
For example:
The messaging of this CPAG campaign regarding ‘hunger in a land of plenty’ was powerful, provocative and effective. The campaign successfully used story-telling to generate empathy. Personal narratives from families and children gave the issue emotional weight and urgency. These included perspectives which exposed structural inequities in food access. Unfortunately, COVID-19 struck before any real policy change took place and the pandemic became a greater focus. However, the campaign could possibly have had a broader   effect on more people if it took a wider approach with a multi-faceted strategy as it quickly became apparent that food insecurity is deeply tied to housing, income, and employment, other areas requiring wider reform.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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